
  
 

 
PE1664/E 
Scottish Government written submission of 25 October 2017 
 
I refer to the Public Petitions Committee email of 14 September 2017 which seeks the 
Scottish Government’s views on Petition PE1664 - Greater Protection for Mountain Hares, 
lodged by Harry Huyton on behalf of OneKind. 
 
The petition suggests measures to provide greater protection to mountain hares, including 
introducing a three-year moratorium on the culling of all mountain hares.   
 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has recently reviewed existing evidence on mountain hare 
populations from the British Trust for Ornithology, the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust 
(GWCT), and from Adam Watson, a distinguished ecologist who has carried out long-term 
surveys on mountain hares in the North-East of Scotland, which indicates that there has not 
been a long-term decline in mountain hare numbers overall, although there may be evidence 
pointing to more localised long-term declines in the North-East.  On this basis, the Scottish 
Government does not think there is a requirement for a nationwide moratorium on mountain 
hare culls at this time.  
 
The Scottish Government continues, however, to recognise that mountain hare numbers do 
require to be controlled, for example to protect newly-planted trees, and continues to oppose 
large-scale culling of mountain hares.  
 
If further evidence emerges that points to continuing high levels of culling of hares that could 
cause significant population declines, locally or nationally, the Scottish Government will 
consider bringing forward further measures to protect them.  This could include the use of 
Nature Conservation Orders or adding mountain hares to Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981, which would require land managers to apply for a licence from SNH to 
control them. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform announced on 31 
May this year that the Scottish Government intends to set up an independently-led group to 
examine how to ensure grouse moor management is sustainable and compliant with the law.  
The control of mountain hares is one of the activities associated with grouse moor 
management that the group is expected to consider. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


